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Week Eight Legislative Report 
 
Last Week 
Not many political pundits who walk the halls of the Capitol in Tallahassee can recall the last time 
the Florida House did not hold a floor session on the last Monday of the last week of Session.  But 
that is exactly what was announced Friday.  Presumably, the House will not hold a floor session 
as presiding officers hammer out the final details of the budget.  To end the 2017 Legislative 
Session on time, the budget must be on lawmakers’ desk by Tuesday to allow for the 72-hour 
cooling off period before the final vote can be taken.  Looking ahead to the rest of the schedule 
next week, the Senate Appropriations Committee will meet at 8:00 a.m. in a rare final week 
meeting, and senators are expected to head to the floor by 1:00 p.m.  The Tuesday through Friday 
schedule has the Senate starting their floor session at 10:00 a.m. while the House will come in at 
10:30 a.m.  Hopefully the lawmakers can get their work done at a reasonable time on Friday. 
 
Deal…No Deal…Deal 
Lawmakers had entered the eighth week of the nine-week session without any agreement for a 
starting point on the state budget.  With no budget conference in sight, many suggested the 
legislature was heading for a big train wreck.  Early Monday, however, a plan was hatched by 
House leaders to move forward with a bare-bones budget in an attempt to avoid a Special Session.  
The House Appropriations Committee voted Tuesday morning to adopt the “standard operating 
budget,” one that had virtually no chance of being adopted by the upper chamber.  Later that day, 
Speaker Corcoran told his House members that they were very, very, very close to an agreement 
with the Senate, and the budget conference could start as early as that evening.  That never 
materialized.   
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Legislative leaders announced an $83 billion budget deal on Thursday averting the possibility of 
the 2017 Legislative Session going in to overtime.  Very late Wednesday evening, House 
Speaker Richard Corcoran and Senate President Joe Negron (in private without conference 
committees) struck an agreement which brought a sigh of relief from many working in the process.  
Up until then, many were sensing the demise of the 60-day session which is scheduled to end 
Friday, May 6. 
 
The biggest loser in the negotiations between the two leaders is Governor Rick Scott, who saw 
funding for both Enterprise Florida and Visit Florida cut in these high-level negotiations.  
Funding for the two state agencies, which use tax dollars to draw businesses and tourist to the state, 
has been a top priority for the Governor all session.  Up until Thursday, the Governor thought the 
Senate had his back but that all changed when Speaker Corcoran and Senate President Negron 
met behind closed doors to broker a deal to salvage a Legislative Session many saw cratering in the 
final days.  The deal not only rejects the Governor's request for $85 million for job incentives to 
lure businesses to Florida but slashed funding to only $16 million in operating money which was 
lower than the $23 million both Chambers had initially penciled in weeks ago.  Visit Florida 
didn’t fare any better.  Last week, the Governor upped his ask to $100 million for the tourism 
agency, but the agreement between the two leaders put that number at $25 million.  Originally the 
Senate had funding earmarked at $76 million. 
 
Budget Conference 
Budget conferees from the House and Senate have been meeting all weekend and, for the most 
part, have resolved the differences between the two chambers with only a few issues being bumped 
up to the budget chairs.  The most notably negotiations between the House and Senate about 
funding for environmental and water programs imploded Saturday.  Senator Rob Bradley 
announced Saturday that he would ask for all the issues that once separated the House and the 
Senate on the agriculture and natural resources budget to be kicked up to the two chambers' budget 
chiefs. 
 
Major Issues Remain Unresolved 
As is the case each session, many major issues remain unresolved as lawmakers enter the final 
week of session.  This session is no different as Workers’ Compensation, Gaming and Medical 
Marijuana remain on the table along with construction related issues like reforms to the Florida 
Building Code and Assignment of Benefits (AOB). 
 
BILLS GOING TO GOVERNOR 
 
Public Works Projects (Open Competition) 
(CS/CS/HB 599 by Williamson and Santiago/CS/CS/SB 534 by Perry) 
This priority bill for the commercial contracting industry restricts local government workforce and 
benefit requirements when 50% or more of the funding comes from the state.  DOT projects are 
excluded.  Despite a continual showing of opposition from the labor unions and local 
governments, the bills have continued through the process by bi-partisan vote. 
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CS/CS/HB 599 was taken up on Friday, April 28, substituted for the Senate Bill, and passed.  It 
will be on its way to the Governor and is a huge win for the industry who moved the bill through 
both houses over the objections of local government and labor unions. 
 
STATUS:  The Senate substituted CS/CS/SB 534 for CS/CS/HB 599 and passed the Senate on 
Friday, April 28 on a vote of 20-17.  The bill now goes to the Governor for final action. 
 
 
AGC ALABAMA NORTHWEST FLORIDA SECTION ISSUES 
 
Workers’ Compensation 
(CS/HB 7085 by Burgess/CS/SB 1582 by Bradley) 
(CS/CS/HB 1107 by Albritton/CS/CS/SB 1008 by Perry) (Public Records Exemption for Injured or 
Deceased Employees) 
(CS/SB 1684 by Farmer/No House Companion) (Prohibits using attorneys’ fees to determine 
rates) 
Rumor is that a deal on Worker’s Compensation is in the works.  Both of the substantive bill and 
public records bill are on the Senate Special Order Calendar for Monday, May 1!  House Bills 
have already passed and are in the possession of the Senate. 
 
STATUS:  CS/HB 7085 was received by the Senate in messages.  CS/SB 1582 is on the Senate 
Special Order Calendar for Monday, May 1 on second reading.  CS/CS/HB 1107 was received by 
the Senate in messages.  CS/CS/SB 1008 has been referred to the Senate Banking and Insurance 
Committee; and Governmental Oversight and Accountability Committee; and Rules Committee.  
The bill unanimously passed the Senate Rules Committee, its last committee reference, on 
Tuesday, April 25 on a vote of 12-0.  The bill is on the Senate Special Order Calendar for 
Monday, May 1 on second reading.  CS/SB 1684 has been referred to the Senate Banking and 
Insurance Committee; and Rules Committee.  The bill was scheduled to be heard by the Senate 
Rules Committee, its last committee reference, on Friday, April 28; however, the bill was not 
considered.  No movement on any of the bills except CS/CS/SB 1008 during the eighth week of 
Session. 
 
Florida Building Commission 
(CS/CS/HB 909 by Goodson/CS/CS/SB 860 by Brandes and Lee) (Building Code Administrators 
and Inspectors) 
(CS/HB 227 by Killebrew/CS/CS/SB 1372 by Perry) (Electrical & Alarm System Contracting) 
(CS/CS/HB 1021 by Avila/CS/SB 1312 by Perry) (Building Code Lite) 
I have bundled the code related bills together now because they all are, at this point, a mixture of 
provisions including the revised code adoption procedures Senator Lee has sponsored. 
 
When the budget deal was finally struck, amazingly a list of bills that had already passed the House 
and are sitting in the Senate shook loose.  Senator Latvala (Appropriations Chair) then 
scheduled another Appropriations Committee meeting for 8:00 a.m. on Monday, May 1.  We 
expect the Senate to clean up CS/CS/SB 860 and adopt a “strike all” amendment that the sponsor 
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has filed to remove the code adoption language and pass it clean.  If that happens, the Senate 
could take up the House Bill and pass it giving the Building Officials what they want to help fill the 
need for addition code enforcement officials around the state. 
 
The other two bills are a little more complicated.  If the Senate holds fast to the code adoption 
procedure changes, then one or both bills could be amended and sent back to the House risking 
passage of either or both bills.  I think it is likely that the Senate will clean up the Senate Bills and 
save the code adoption procedure issue for next year which will allow all of these bills to make it to 
the finish line. 
 
STATUS:  CS/CS/HB 909 was received by the Senate in messages.  CS/CS/SB 860 has been 
referred to the Senate Community Affairs Committee; Regulated Industries Committee; 
Appropriations Committee; and Rules Committee.  The bill is scheduled to be heard by the Senate 
Appropriations Committee on Monday, May 1 at 8:00 a.m.  CS/HB 227 was received by the 
Senate in messages.  CS/CS/SB 1372 has been referred to the Senate Regulated Industries 
Committee; Community Affairs Committee; Appropriations Committee; and Rules Committee.  
The bill was not heard by the Senate Appropriations Committee on Tuesday, April 25; however, 
the bill is scheduled to be heard on Monday, May 1 at 8:00 a.m.  CS/CS/HB 1021 was received 
by the Senate in messages.  CS/SB 1312 has been referred to the Senate Communications, 
Energy, and Public Utilities Committee; Community Affairs Committee; Appropriations 
Committee; and Rules Committee.  The bill was not heard by the Senate Appropriations 
Committee on Tuesday, April 25; however, the bill is scheduled to be heard on Monday, May 1 at 
8:00 a.m.  No movement on any of the bills during the eighth week of Session. 
 
Elimination of Liens 
EVER WATCHFUL . . . I will continue to be ever watchful for any effort to eliminate or 
weaken lien rights for subcontractors and suppliers.  Despite reassurances from some 
legislators that lien rights will not be eliminated on their watch, I know that politics is not a 
friendly process and things can happen.  I also know that although he has a very full plate, lien 
rights of non-privity lienors is still on Speaker Richard Corcoran’s priority list of issues to 
address, so making sure that does not occur is and will remain an issue I will monitor closely. 
 
CORCORAN LIEN LAW INITIATIVE 
When the House returns on Monday, May 1, there will be four days remaining in the 2017 Regular 
Legislative Session.  What is the likelihood at this point that lien law changes are high on 
Speaker Corcoran’s agenda?  With the budget and gaming still hanging in the balance along 
with all of the tax cuts the House wants, I think it is not, and we are safe for another year! 
 
House committees are done meeting and all of the construction bills which would have been the 
most likely targets for the Speaker have passed the House and now sit in the Senate.  Things look 
good for no lien law changes during the 2017 Session, but we remain on high alert until the very 
end. 
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Construction Defect Claims 
(CS/HB 1271 by Trumbull/SB 1164 by Passidomo) 
The bill provides that a right of action founded on the design, planning or construction of an 
improvement to real property does not pass to subsequent purchasers of the real property when 
purchased as-is.  It also requires a claimant, and not the claimant’s attorney or agent, to sign the 
notice of claim.  The bill specifies mediation requirements under certain circumstances before a 
claimant may reject a settlement offer. 
 
STATUS:  CS/HB 1271 has been referred to the House Civil Justice & Claims Subcommittee; 
and Judiciary Committee.  The bill is on the House Calendar on second reading.  SB 1164 has 
been referred to the Senate Judiciary Committee; Community Affairs Committee; and Rules 
Committee.  The bill remains in the Senate Judiciary Committee.  No movement on the Senate 
Bill during the eighth week of Session. 
 
 
OTHER BILLS & ISSUES OF INTEREST 
 

Water Remediation and Assignment of Benefits (AOB) 
(CS/HB 1421 by Grant, J. and Plasencia/CS/SB 1218 by Farmer) 
There are two bills remaining that address this issue.  The comprehensive House Bill by Grant, 
and Farmer’s Senate bill, which would license Water Remediators -- two vastly different 
approaches to the issue. 
 
CS/HB 1421 passed the House this week and is now in messages to the Senate.  The problem is 
that there is nothing remotely close to it in the Senate.  Therefore, unless the Senate has the desire 
to perform magic, this issue is probably dead for another year. 
 
STATUS:  CS/HB 1421 passed the House on Wednesday, April 26 on a vote of 91-26.  The bill 
was sent to the Senate in messages.  CS/SB 1218 has been referred to the Senate Banking and 
Insurance Committee; Regulated Industries Committee; and Rules Committee.  The bill remains 
in the Senate Regulated Industries Committee.  No movement on the Senate Bill during the eighth 
week of Session. 
 
Local Regulation Preemption 
(CS/HB 17 by Fine/No Senate Companion) 
The bill defines terms and prohibits certain local governments from imposing or adopting certain 
regulations on businesses, professions and occupations after a certain date.  It also preempts to 
state regulations concerning businesses, professions and occupations and provides exceptions to 
preemption.  The effective date is July 1, 2017. 
 
STATUS:  CS/HB 17 has been referred to the House Careers and Competition Subcommittee; 
and Commerce Committee.  The bill remains in the House Commerce Committee, its last 
committee reference.  No movement on the bill during the eighth week of Session. 
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Statute of Repose 
(CS/CS/HB 377 by Leek/CS/SB 204 by Passidomo) 
This ABC initiative to improve the statute dealing with lawsuits for latent defects will toll the 
four-year statute to bring suit from completion of the contract defined as the latter of the date of 
final performance of all the contracted services or the date that final payment for such services 
becomes due without regard to the date final payment is made.  Both bills have now been 
amended to be identical. 
 
STATUS:  CS/CS/HB 377 was received by the Senate in messages.  CS/SB 204 has been 
referred to the Senate Judiciary Committee; Regulated Industries Committee; and Rules 
Committee.  The bill passed the Senate Rules Committee, its last committee reference, on Friday, 
April 28 on a vote of 9-1.  The bill now goes to the Senate Calendar.  No movement on the House 
Bill during the eighth week of Session. 
 
Local Business Taxes 
(CS/HB 487 by Renner/CS/SB 330 by Steube) 
The bill prohibits the governing bodies of counties and municipalities, respectively, from levying a 
local business tax that was not adopted before January 1, 2017.  It also deletes certain provisions 
that, for counties and municipalities, limit the rate of the tax and authorize increases of the tax to 
$25.00 and provides an exemption from the business tax, subject to certain conditions, to specified 
veterans, spouses of veterans and active service members and low-income individuals. 
 
STATUS:  CS/HB 487 has been referred to the House Local, Federal and Veterans Affairs 
Subcommittee; Ways and Means Committee; and Government Accountability Committee.  The 
bill unanimously passed the House Government Accountability Committee, its last committee 
reference, on Monday, April 24 on a vote of 14-0.  The bill is on the House Calendar on second 
reading.  CS/SB 330 has been referred to the Senate Community Affairs Committee; 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and Tax; and Appropriations Committee.  The bill was 
not heard by the Senate Appropriations Committee, its last committee reference, on Tuesday, 
April 25.  No movement on the Senate Bill during the eighth week of Session. 
 
Prejudgment Interest 
(CS/HB 469 by Harrison/CS/CS/SB 334 by Steube) 
The bill requires a court to include interest in a final judgment in an action from which a plaintiff 
recovers economic or noneconomic damages.  It also requires a court to include interest on 
attorney’s fees and costs in the final judgment, if recovered. 
 
STATUS:  CS/HB 469 has been referred to the House Civil Justice and Claims Subcommittee; 
and Judiciary Committee.  The bill remains in the House Judiciary Committee, its last committee 
reference.  CS/CS/SB 334 remains on the Senate Calendar on second reading.  No movement on 
either of the bills during the eighth week of Session. 
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To view and print the above bills from this week’s Legislative Report, please go to either 
www.floridahouse.gov or www.flsenate.gov.  Other legislative information can be found by 
going to www.leg.state.fl.us.  If you have any questions or need additional information, please 
contact me at rbkershner@att.net. 

http://www.floridahouse.gov/
http://www.flsenate.gov/
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/

