
The Alabama Department of Transportation and project contractor Arrington Curb and Excavation Inc.  

recently completed a successful reconfiguration of the I-10/SR-181 interchange into the diverging diamond 

design, the first DDI in the state of Alabama.  

The I-10/SR-181 interchange is heavily traveled year-round by locals and tourists and is surrounded by many 

businesses, eateries, residencies, and schools. Prior to its reconfiguration, I-10/SR-181 was a conventional 

diamond interchange with two lanes of travel in each direction and a heavy volume of signalized left turns on-

to the interstate against free-flowing traffic. It would often become congested at daily peak travel times and 

during holidays. 

The diverging diamond design will make the traffic flow at this busy interchange safer and more efficient by 

eliminating signalized left turns onto the interstate, reducing the number of conflict points by over half-

compared to a conventional diamond interchange, and by widening a portion of SR-181 northbound to in-

crease the movement of interchange through traffic in each direction. 

ALDOT performed an extensive public information campaign to inform citizens and businesses local to the 

interchange of the benefits of this innovative design and how to navigate it, as well as of what to expect during 

construction operations and the interchange closure and reconfiguration.   

ALDOT thanks Daphne and Spanish Fort city officials, law enforcement, and first responders in assisting with 

facilitating the 56-hour interchange closure and public information efforts necessary to complete a safe recon-

figuration. The department also thanks the daily user and businesses along the affected route, for their pa-

tience and understanding while crews worked to bring the I-10/SR-181 Diverging Diamond Interchange  

to fruition. 
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